| am writing this a week after the inauguration. | thought | should try to capture
some of the activities that happened during this very special time. | usually keep
a journal. However, that didn’t happen this time. So a summary will have to do.

Heading out

We left at 10:20 Thursday night, January 15" on Virgin America. The good patrt,
we didn’t have to pay for bags. The flight was okay. We had a baby behind us
that did a bit of crying. All in all we survived and arrive at Dulles Airport at
6:30am, January 16". Fortunately we booked a shuttle in advance. As we
headed out of the airport, we were blasted with the cold. | think it was 0 degrees.
If not O then it was in the single digits. We prepared ourselves for a long ride. Darlene (Bruce'’s sister) said that
when she arrived the day before, she was the final drop off and it took about 2 hours to get to the hotel. We
were lucky. We had only one other drop off and we arrived at the hotel about 8:00 am.

First day, Friday, January 16"

When we arrived at the Holiday Inn in Springfield Virginia, Darlene was at breakfast. We joined her for a bite;
got checked in and headed to the room. She was off to take pictures, so we went to bed for a few hours. At
noon we got up, dressed and the three of us headed into Washington to visit the Capitol buildings. The hotel
offered free shuttle to the subway—really an El, a subway and train. At the station, we got our Obama
commemorative weeklong day pass and headed out. The weather for the stay was cold but sunny. Springfield
is about 12 miles south west of Washington. The route is up the west side of the Potomac River, crossing
under the river at Georgetown and then underground into the city. The trip in to the National Mall takes about
45 minutes

-4 We got off at Capitol and walked a couple of blocks to the building itself. As |
| said, it was cold but beautiful. The tour started at 2:20 in Statuary Hall. We
& visited the rotunda which is used for important ceremonial events as authorized
| by concurrent resolution, such as the lying in state of eminent citizens and the
dedication of works of art.

i Next was the Old Supreme Court Chamber. The Court met here beginning
February 1819 and remained there 41 years. During that time numerous
landmark decisions were handed down from the bench, including Dred Scott v.
Sandford. In 1860 the court moved upstairs vacating the Capitol in 1935. The

& old room was restored in 1972.

We walked the vaulted, ornately decorated corridors on the first floor of the
Senate wing are called the Brumidi Corridors in honor of Constantino Brumidi,
the Italian artist who designed the murals and the major elements. Brumidi first
painted at the Capitol in 1855, and he spent much of the next 25 years until his
death in 1880 decorating the building's rooms and corridors.

As we headed out from the tour, we happened to see
several senators heading into the Crypt. Well done Bruce.
Two women who represent California are there. Only Boxer
iS missing.
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After the tour, we visited the bookstore. Not much inside, but outside we
saw an African American (AA) teacher (I think a teacher) talking with his
AA students. He was telling then what a special time this was. How they
could and should strive to be the best of themselves. He also talked
about Obama as our first AA president. What that means for the country,
for democracy and the world. It was inspirational for the students and for
Bruce and me.

We then went back to the visitor's center specifically the U.S. Capitol's
National Statuary Hall. Among the many statues there, | was captivated
by two, Sarah Winnemucca a native of Nevada and a copy of Freedom
which sits on the dome of the Capitol.

The Statue of Freedom, sometimes called Armed Freedom or simply
Freedom, is Thomas Crawford's bronze statue that, since 1863, has
crowned the dome of the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. The original
and formal name of the work was Freedom Triumphant in War and
Peace. Official United States publications say that the statue "is officially known as the Statue of Freedom."t

Freedom is a female allegorical figure who holds a sheathed sword in
her right hand and a laurel wreath of victory and the shield of the United
States with thirteen stripes in her left hand. She symbolically faces east
so that the sun never sets on the face of freedom. She wears a helmet
adorned with stars and an eagle's head. A brooch inscribed "U.S."
secures her fringed robes. She stands on a cast-iron globe encircled
with one of the national mottoes, E pluribus unum. The lower part of the
base is decorated with fasces and wreaths. Ten bronze points tipped
with platinum are attached to her headdress, shoulders, and shield for
protection from lightning. The bronze statue stands 19 feet 6 inches

(6 m) tall and weighs approximately 15,000 pounds (6,800 kg). Her crest
rises 288 feet (88 m) above the east front plaza.

Crawford was commissioned to design the Statue of Freedom in 1854
and executed the plaster model for the statue in his studio in Rome. He
died in 1857 before the model left his studio. The model, packed into six
crates, was shipped from lItaly in the spring of 1858.

Beginning in 1860, the statue was cast in five main sections by Clark
Mills, whose bronze foundry was located on the outskirts of Washington.
Work was halted in 1861 because of the Civil War, but by the end of
1862 the statue was finished and temporarily displayed on the Capitol
grounds. Late in 1863, construction of the dome was sufficiently
advanced for the installation of the statue, which was hoisted in sections
and assembled atop the cast-iron pedestal. The final section, the figure's
head and shoulders, was raised on December 2, 1863, to a salute of 35
guns answered by the guns of the 12 forts around Washington.

While Freedom was being cast at Mills' foundry the foreman in charge of the casting went on strike. Instead of
paying him the higher wages he demanded Mills turned the project over to Philip Reid, one of the slaves
working at the facility. Reid presided over the rest of the casting and assembly of the figure. The figure was
placed in position on December 2, 1863. Reid had to wait until November 1864, at which time he, at least
symbolically, received his freedom cap.
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On May 9, 1993, after being in place almost 130 years, the statue was brought down from its pedestal by
helicopter for restoration. The work was needed because of extensive pitting and corrosion on the surface of
the bronze and because of a crack and rusting on the cast-iron pedestal. Restoration of the statue and the
pedestal was completed in approximately four months. The Statue of Freedom was returned to its pedestal by
helicopter on October 23, 1993, amid the celebration of the bicentennial of the U.S. Capitol.

Statue of Freedom's plaster model cast now resides in the Capitol Visitor Center. The statue was originally
topped by a liberty cap but Jefferson Davis (who later became the ;
President of the Confederacy) was in charge of the construction and
refused to allow the statue to wear a hat. He told the sculptor to either
remove the hat or he would give the commission to someone else.
Davis was a scholar of ancient Rome and he knew that only freed
slaves (in Rome) wore these hats and he didn't want to have a freed
slave on top of the Capitol Dome. So the American eagle helmet
replaced the hat when the sculpture was made. Most people look at the
statue and the eagle and assume the statue is of an American Indian.

The second, a statue of Sarah Winnemucca.

As an\ aside, each state is allowed two statues. Several statues are in the hall, others throughout the Capitol
building. What captivated me about this 6-foot bronze statue of Sarah Winnemucca was the delicacy of the

work. It had a skirt that moved with the wind.

A brief narrative about this woman follows. When Sarah Winnemucca was a
young girl, her family, fleeing whites who they believed would kill them, buried
her and her cousin in the sand, their exposed heads hidden under sagebrush.
Terrified as Sarah was, she kept quiet, reined in her panic and endured the heat
and danger until her family came to dig her out hours later. "When you think of
this child with this tremendous fear of white people, growing up and giving
lectures and meeting the president, it's almost overwhelming to think of how far
she had to come," says Mary Anne Convis, who, along with Carrie Townley
Porter, chair the Sarah Winnemucca Statue Project.

Our final stop was Exhibition Hall. It is an interactive museum. While we were
there, Bruce learned that he could head to Congressman McKeon's (R) office
and pick up the inauguration tickets for Darlene and Raymond. So off we went to the Sam Rayburn building.
There we visited McKeon'’s staff, he was in California, and got the ticket. We also stopped by Congressman
Brad Sherman’s (D) offices. Bruce did his bit of chatting and we collected some memorabilia. We also decided
to try to try and get something from Clinton’s office for Jeannette. That required a run to the Russell Senate
Hall on the other side of the Capitol. | failed to mention that I'm with two people who stop at the drop of a hat to
take pictures. So moving quickly was not easy. Darlene was also feeling the cold in her knees, so we sent
Bruce running to the other side. He was not successful. The building was open. But her office was closed.
However, we did find a post office within the buildings where we found the official cover for the inauguration.
The postmistress suggested that we order on line. She thought what she had would sell out very quickly. We
followed her guidance.

Our mission here nearly accomplished. We decided to find dinner and head home. We walked a couple of
blocks back to the subway and discovered a Tex-Mex restaurant about a half a block beyond. It was busy with
what seemed to be local folks. (I'm not sure Washington has local folks.) Food was good. It was close to the
subway and about 7:30 we headed back to Virginia. Not a bad day for our first in the City. Did | mention it was
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Day two, Saturday January 17".

This was a day when Darlene went her way and we went ours. We all headed
into DC about 11:00am. While we were on the train in, Bruce met a friend from
the Valley. He was recently elected to the DNC (Democratic National Committee).
(This proved helpful on Monday when we went to the Convention Center.) What a
surprise to have him stop, lean over Bruce and say hi. We all got off at the Metro
Center. Darlene went to shop. Bruce had to exchange his metro ticket because it
demagnetized. Sadly, in doing this, he lost his Obama commemorative ticket. We
headed off to Macy’s. Couldn’t hook up with Darlene, so went exploring.

About 1:30 we headed for the Kennedy Center to see the Metropolitan Opera
regional auditions and later to the Mariinsky Ballet (Kirov).

First the opera auditions. We were in a
small theater called the Terrace Theater
The blurb for the event “Hear the opera
stars of tomorrow perform in the 2009 Middle Atlantic Region Finals
of The Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions. Each of these
young hopefuls will sing two arias for a panel of judges headed by a
representative of the Met as they compete for prizes and the
opportunity to advance to New York to vie for a place in the National
Winner's Concert on the Met stage and consideration for the Met's
Lindemann Young Artist Development Program.” 15 Students
auditioned. The winner was a 23 year old bass, a young Samuel
Ramey, He was a good actor with a wonderful sound. The head
judge said they will do something new this year. Three students were
sent forward to audition in New York. Our tickets were $25 dollars, not bad for a wonderful afternoon.

After the auditions we walked around the area. The Kennedy Center is on the Potomac River which had ice on
it. Yes, it was cold.

At 5:30 we met up with Diana and Phil
(Democratic friends form Santa Clarita) who
were attending the ballet with friends. We had
dinner in the café. Then we headed to the
Opera House the second-largest theater in the
Center, with 2,300 seats. (The Concert Hall is
the largest 2,442 seats.) It was designed for
ballet, opera, and musical theater. As their
publicity states, “With its distinctive red and
gold silk curtain, a gift from Japan, and the

exquisite Lobmeyr crystal chandelier, a gift LAy

from Austria, the Opera House makes an

elegant setting for the annual Kennedy Center Honors, the nation’s highest award for lifetime achievement in
the arts.” | found the space reminiscent of the Dorothy Chandler, in need of a little sprucing up. | did see the
President’s Box. We were told that only he and his friends can use it. Oh, Don Quixote, the ballet we saw, was
okay. The first act was a little slow, but it picked up later. They didn’t get a good review when they were in
Orange County. Not sure | would see them again. However, our goal was achieved, being in the Kennedy
Center was fun.

We headed home about 11:00. Subway to Springfield. Then a taxi to the hotel. Finally got to bed about 1:30 or
2:00.
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